would the opening up of higher education to a hugely expanded student body affect civil society development and democratization? This is obviously a question of concern both to China's citizens and to those of other nations who have more and more dealings with China in various geo-political arenas. Finally, the logistics of such a rapid move to mass higher education were startling. How did this move impact issues of equity of access and system diversification? Were there lessons that could be helpful to other countries?
These were the three broad questions which were foremost in our minds as we designed a research plan and decided on the specific research approaches and techniques we would use. In order to understand the broad policy perspective behind the move, we arranged interviews with both government officials and scholars of higher education at the national and regional levels during the autumn of 2006 (Zha & Lin, in press) . Then beginning in 2007 we selected twelve universities as case studies, in order to understand how the changes had been initiated and carried through at the institutional level, from the perspective of university leaders, faculty members and students, and how the results of these changes were viewed. Our intention was not to impose theories from the international literature to the interpretation and understanding of the roles and responsibilities of Chinese universities over this period of dramatic change, rather to observe and listen to the self understanding of those directly involved in the changes. The book that has come out of the study is thus titled Portraits of 21st Century Chinese Universities: In the Move to Mass Higher Education and we are delighted that it will be published by the Comparative Education Research Center, University of Hong Kong, together with Springer (Hayhoe, Li, Lin, & Zha, in press).
Not long ago, I published another book entitled Portraits of Influential Chinese Educators (Hayhoe, 2006) , which told the stories of eleven influential Chinese educators, and interpreted them in the context of Confucian educational values and ideas, broadly defined. Each of the educators was a unique individual, who had made remarkable contributions in both educational thought and action. They had grown up in different time periods and different regions of China, and had served within different institutions in all the major regions of China. Their lives and educational ideas were thus quite diverse, yet there were certain threads that bound them together, reflecting their shared educational heritage. This book aims to serve a similar purpose, presenting portraits of twelve contemporary universities, which have certain common features that may be interpreted by reference to their shared heritage in classical Chinese civilization, while also having diverse characteristics that reflect different histories and geographical locations, also different visions and strategies that have been adopted in the increasing autonomy they have enjoyed in recent years.
